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Medical  Okfioeu’s  Report. 

Dr.  Leche,  medical  officer  of  health,  presented 
his  annual  report,  as  follows  :— 

Gentlemen,— I bes  to  present  to  you  iny  annual  report. 
Area,  102,282  acres ; population,  24.905  (census  1891)  ; 
25,757  (•-stimaterl  t'»  1899).  Geology — Limestone,  sandstone, 
conglomerate  rocks,  peat,  marl,  sea  shingle  in  Che  marshes. 
Occupation  — Agi  icultiiral. 

1898  , 18)7  1896  lS9o  1«94  1S93  1892  1891  1890 

Bii'ih  Jio.tc — 

•22-1  per  IQeQ  liYing^.23-4  26 j 23-6, 2P4  2,5.T.  25-ft.27.»  84-2  J 
Xfcrctic  Antf7~  • fiSiSSSSlM^  • • •- 

10  2 per  1000  living.. 15 -4  U'o  IT’S  16*5  16*3  17‘3  19'5  17'-Q 
Zi/iiiota'  Hate  — 

.8  per  1000  liviniT..  i-Q  O’-l  ‘28  '52  0‘G  *56  0*8  0*1 

Mortalitif  — 

115'4  per  1000  births  8:37  101’5  10:3‘8  111*5  80  131*3  144  131 
iKairr  Wells  aie  the  almost  universal  source  of 

supply.  The  .supply  for  Weare,  Buljrworth,  M<rk,  East 
Brent,  BiddUham  is  nearly  completed.  A .supply  for 
Winscorabe  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  At 
Cheddar  the  paper  mills  still  pollute  the  river.  At  Worle 
the  filter  beds  of  the  large  laundry  though  in  better  order 
than  before  iitill  pollute  tbe  rhyne.  The  parish  well  at 
Kewstvke  was  found  to  be  polluted  with  surface  drainage, 
and  steps  were  taken  to  rvmedv  the  defects.  At  Hutton 
the  public  well  was  polluted  with  surface  O.ehris  owing  to 
heavy  stoim  water.  At  Hutton  and  Blogdori  tbe  school 
wells  were  found  to  be  polluted,  and  notice  given  ; cases 
of  diphtheria  and  typhoid  oecuired  in  these  places  respec- 
tively. 

Stneerarif'.  nad  7)/vuaave.— With  the  large  number  of  houses 
in  course  of  erection  at  Milton,  with  its  ample  water  supply 
and  washing  industry,  the  drainage  of  t)ie  place  is  of  much 
importance.  At  Cheddar  also,  and  other  flat  populous 
districts,  wdieve  water  is  not  tar  from  tlie  surface,  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  all  wells  should  be  p- otected  from 
the  soakage  of  defective  cesspir^s,  which  should  always  be 
carefully  constructed  and  cement  lined,  ami  not  merely 
pits  with  loose  stone  walls  and  earth  bottom.s,  as  i.s  often 
the  case  ; a bye-Uw  is  nec ’ssary  for  this  purpose.  At 
Locking,  where  the  overflow  of  a cesspool  escaped  into  the 
road,  the  ng  nt  w.as  requesteil  to  provide  a proper  ce^spofil 
and  other  n*-cessiry  improvements,  a c.ise  of  diphtheria 
occurring  here. 

Pi'eva.le.fice  of  — Fifty  cases  notified  : Scarlatina, 

14  ; diphthe  ia,  n ; typhoid,  8 ; ery-ipd.is.  2^.  The  scarla- 
tina was  of  a mihl  sporadic  type,  no  dentil  occurring  Two 
deaths  from  diphtheria  oceurreo  (one  at  J^anwell  an<l  one 
at  Cheddar)  before  merlical  aid  could  be  of  practical 
service.  The  o lier  two  deaths  (one  at  East  Brent  and  one 
: .at  South  Brent)  occurred  in  <'hildren  who  were  playmates, 
on>^  of  wlnnn  '-wallowed  some  foul  from  \ ditch. 

.The  cfses  at  JJuttou  were  eoitined  to  the  h use  of  origin 
' (3  case<)  juuI  to  the  house  of  a neighbour  who  laid  out  the 
! deceased  child  AH  orecautions  were  taken  and  no  further' 
j spreading  of  the  disease  occurred.  Typhoi  1 caused  2 
t deaths  : nosnreading  of  the  ‘li-^ease  occurreil  in  any  case. 

I An  outb  eak  of  cow-p  x occurred  at  Weave,  severely  affec- 
: ting  th^  milkers,  hut  was  promptly  dealt  with.  Whoopmg 
; cough  cause  1 7 deaths:  the  schools  at  Berrow  and  Sand- 
ford  were  closed  in  consequence  of  an  epidemic  of  this 
di-ease.  The  school  at  Banwell  was  closed  for  three  weeks 
owing  to  sn  epiileinic  of  measles.  The  school  at  Winscombe 
was  clo.snd  for  several  weeksowing  toom  ouibrenk  of  scarla- 
tina in  the  ■^chool-house.  Diarrh<jei.  caused  18  deaths,  7 
being  in  children.  Phthisis  44  (21  at  St.  Michael’s  Home). 
Bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  68.  H«art  disease,  49. 
hoffition  IfonpitoJ. — None. 

DUiiifeetion.—'So  special  apparatus  : disinfection  freely 
ii.sed  and  fumigation.  In  cases  of  typhoid,  all  discharges 
and  washing  water,  etc.,  were  put  into  a special  ce.sspitand 
freely  treated  with  chloride  of  lime  ; bedding  burnt  if 
necessary. 

Dairleft,  CoirMhffU  o.rul  .ViLHhop.^, — Inspec  ed. 
i^lateg/iter  HoaMt. — Inspected. 

Inspector’s  report  appenderl.  Bye-laws. — None 

Sanitary  Inspkctor’s  Keporx  for  1898. 

Water  certificates  granted  for  new  houses,  53  ; houses 
fumigated,  27  ; schools  ditto,  3 ; notice.s  served,  31 ; sample.? 
of  water  analysed,  16  ; ditto,  milk  analysed,  1 ; water 
•supplies  repaired,  6 ; w lls  cleaned,  6 ; sewe^s  repaired,  7 ; 
cases  of  overcrowding  abated,  3 ; houses  reported  as  unfit 
for  habitation.  4 ; nuisances  abated,  135;  common  lodging- 
houses,  bake-h  >uscs,  slaughter-houses  inspected  ; many 
dairies  in  district  inspected. 

I am,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  V.  Leche. 
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